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March 23 
Master Naturalist Class 
Starts 

March 25 
Agricultural Appreciation 
Day 

April 3  
Friends of Whitfield 
Online Auction Begins 

April 22 
Earth Day Fiesta 

Newsletter 
Winter 2023  www.friendsofwhitfield.org

“Rising from the Ashes” 
This years Friends of Whitfield online fundraiser reflects the renewal of 
life at the Whitfield Wildlife Conservation Area.   

The Friends of Whi6ield will be holding our third annual online auc;on star;ng 
Monday, April 3, and concluding Saturday, April 22, the day of the Earth Day 
celebra;on at the Whi6ield Wildlife Conserva;on Area.  This years theme will be, 
“Rising from the Ashes,” a reminder that while the Big Hole Fire of a year ago was 
devasta;ng to Whi6ield and the bosque on several levels, it also has brought renewal 
and new life.  It’s a reminder that restora;on can come from loss. 

The auc;on is our biggest fundraiser of the year and requires a great deal of ;me and 
effort over several months.  The auc;on commiPee is already ac;vely at work.  In 
addi;on to being a “bidder” once the auc;on is open, you may be wondering how 
you can help.  Here are some sugges;ons.  You can donate artwork or gently used 
items, especially if the item would enhance an individual or family’s outdoor 
experience (ex. bicycle, binoculars, telescope, hiking s;ck, 

(con;nued on page 4)

Save the Date!

http://www.friendsofw
http://www.friendsofwhitfield.org
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around WWCA. 

I spoPed some nice clumps of LiPle Bluestem near the 
pond!  Coyote Willow is more of a shrub, unlike its 
other willow cousins at WWCA and in the Bosque. It 
can grow 13-20 feet high, but usually grows shorter in 
clonal colonies that are spread by basal shoots 
underground.  In other words, they are all part of a 
parent plant and gene;cally iden;cal. In the growing 
months, this willow has grayish-green leaves and its 
flexible stems bend gracefully in the breeze. In the 
winter months, those same stems take on a reddish-
orange hue.  In large stands, they look like a blaze of 
cool fire in the landscape.  You can check out a large 
stand of Coyote Willow along the west trail here at 
WWCA.  Either of these plants can grow easily in your 
own yard!  Both are easy to maintain and add beauty in 
all seasons! 

Another 
interes;ng 
specimen in 
our winter 
scenery is 
our beloved 
Rio Grande 
CoPonwood 
tree 
(Populus 
deltoides 
wislizenii).  This is my favorite species of tree, and has 
been for years.  I love the individual character of each 
tree.  No two look exactly alike, and they only get more 
interes;ng the longer they live!  Although I love the 
lovely song of their leaves being blown by a summer 
breeze, they make a stunning silhouePe, even without 
their leaves, in the colder months at sunrise or sunset. 
If you have room on your property, plan;ng this 
keystone Bosque tree will bring joy for years to come! 
One note of cau;on, do not plant this tree near the 
house or too close to a sep;c system.  The root system 
can damage a founda;on or destroy a drain field. 
However, if you give this tree room to grow, it will be a 
home to wildlife, provide shade, and be a wonder to 
behold in every season! ❦ 

Environmental Educa;on Corner 

The Unseen Beauty of Winter 
Look closely and marvel at the hidden 
treasures of Whitfield’s winter landscape. 
by Laura McCann, VSWCD Environmental Educa;on Program Manager  

Winter is a ;me when the natural world seems to take 
a long nap. Many think it is quite a boring landscape. 
However, if you look closely, the winter landscape is 
full of beauty.  Many of our na;ve grasses and shrubs 
add subtle colors to the environment.  At Whi6ield 
Wildlife Conserva;on Area (WWCA), a couple of 
species come to mind: LiPle Bluestem (Schizachyrium 
scoparium) and Coyote Willow (Salix exigua). LiPle 
Bluestem is a 
na;ve prairie 
grass that grows in 
bunches about 2 
feet high - the 
seed heads can 
extend that to 
almost 3 feet.  In 
the winter, this 
grass turns a 
purplish-red color 
that adds a splash 
of color in the 
meadows where it 
likes to grow.  You 
can see this plant 
in various loca;ons 

Li#le Bluestem near the pond at WWCA

Coyote Willow on the west trail at WWCA
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Hello Friends, and Happy 2023!  

The membership drive has begun and it is our 
sincere hope that many of you will join or renew 
to help Whi6ield’s recovery from last year’s Big 
Hole Fire not to men;on, con;nue our educa;on, 
restora;on, and other programs. 

There are lots of things going on at Whi6ield. We 
are excited to announce that the Friends of 
Whi6ield were awarded the Non-Profit 
Organiza;on of the Year by the Greater Valencia 
County Chamber of Commerce.  VSWCD Director 
Andrew 
Hautzinger 
and I 
accepted an 
award 
plaque at 
the big gala 
held at Isleta 
Resort and 
enjoyed a 
delicious 
meal with our board members. Speaking of the 
board, we now have a full complement of very 
enthusias;c and busy board members this year. 
We are funding a new Educa;on Program 
Assistant, organizing the online auc;on for April, 
and geeng the Aldo Leopold benches built and 
ar;sans to paint them. 

Get your calendars ready for no;ces of all our 
upcoming events and please come by to view the 
trophy, and of course enjoy the beauty of 
Whi6ield Wildlife Conserva;on Area.  We look 
forward to seeing you soon. 

Linda Frazer, President 

Friends of Whi6ield

President’s Letter Friends of Whi:ield Board of Directors 
Mission Statement: 

Friends of the Whi;ield Wildlife  
Conserva>on Complex (FWWCC)  

is a non-profit volunteer organiza>on dedicated  
to suppor>ng the Whi;ield Wildlife Conserva>on 

Complex by promo>ng habitat restora>on,  
educa>on and conserva>on. 

FOW Board of Directors 
  President 

Linda Frazer 
lindafrazer@friendsofwhi6ield.org 

Vice-President 
Rob Raucci 

robraucci@friendsofwhi6ield.org 
 

Secretary 
Linda Zaragoza 

lindazaragoza@friendsofwhi6ield.org 

Treasurer 
Victoria Armijo 

victoriaarmijo@friendsofwhi6ield.org 

Board Member 
Liz Aumiller 

lizaumiller@friendsofwhi6ield.org 

Board Member 
Johnny Chavez 

johnnychavez@friendsofwhi6ield.org 
  

Board Member 
Frank Mazza 

frankmazza@friendsofwhi6ield.org 

Environmental EducaHon Manager 
Laura McCann 

lauramccann@valenciaswcd.org  

Whi:ield Wildlife ConservaHon Area  
is located at 2424 Hwy 47, Belen, NM 

hPps://goo.gl/maps/AKxgnLJGgKD3za7t8 

© 2023 Friends of Whi6ield. All rights reserved.

https://goo.gl/maps/AKxgnLJGgKD3za7t8
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gardening tools, etc.).  You could support a local 
business by buying a gin card and then dona;ng it to 
the Friends to auc;on.   

Or, how about crea;ng a basket with a theme. For 
example, the theme could be backyard birding or 
gardening or food or chocolate or family games and 
puzzles.  Our only limita;on is that we’re unable to sell 
wine or liquor.   Let your imagina;on guide you.             
If you’re unable to deliver your dona;on to the visitor 
center at Whi6ield, one of our volunteers will make 
arrangements with you to pick it up. 

Last year the auc;on nePed $3,878.00 and our goal      
is to surpass that amount in a big way.  With all of us 
pitching in we can do it and in so doing support the 
educa;on programs, conserva;on, and restora;on 
efforts that are the mission of the Friends of Whi6ield. 

If you have ques;ons, would like to volunteer, or have 
an item you’d like to donate to the auc;on, please 
contact either of the commiPee co-chairs:               
Frank Mazza, fmazza@live.com, 802-772-5320 or,  
Linda Zaragoza, lindar.zaragoza@gmail.com, 
314-712-6847.❦

(“Rising,” con;nued from page 1) On the Wings of Winter 
The barren winter landscape at the WWCA 
makes for great bird viewing. 
by Laura McCann, VSWCD Environmental Educa;on Program Manager 

Winter birding is fun, because birds are onen easier to 
spot in trees without all the leaves in the way!  

Of course, spoeng them in flight is always a possibility 
too…  Two 
species that 
are 
frequent 
guests at 
WWCA in 
the winter 
are the 

Northern Harrier (Circus Hudsonius) and the Northern 
Flicker (Colaptes auratus).  The first is a medium-sized 
raptor, and the second is a type of woodpecker. Below 
is a liPle more about each species. 

Northern 
Harriers are 
one of the only 
raptor species 
with color 
differences 
between males 
and females. 
The males are 
gray above and 

whi;sh on their bellies, 
while the females are brown above with a lighter belly 
with dark streaks. Both have a white “rump patch,” 
that is they have a splash of white feathers between 
the body and the tail if viewed from above or the side.  
However, you can only be sure of gender from afar 
when you see a gray male adult. You see, juvenile 
Norther Harriers resemble the adult females.  (These 
are fully grown, flighted birds that have not reached 

Adult Male Northern Harrier

Adult Female Northern Harrier

(Con;nued on page 7)

mailto:fmazza@live.com
mailto:lindar.zaragoza@gmail.com
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Did You RENEW? 
As a member your support directly impacts  

the work we do for the 
Whi6ield Wildlife Conserva;on Area.  

It’s easy to renew or become a new member  
by registering on our secure website at:  

hPps://friendsofwhi6ield.org/become-a-member/ 
And thank you!

by Frank Mazza, FOW Volunteer Coordinator 

I want to thank all of you who have helped out at the 
various ac;vi;es at Whi6ield since the last edi;on of 
our 
newslePer: 
the 
Saturday 
workdays, 
the 
building of 
the bio-
reactor, the 
annual 
mee;ng/14th birthday celebra;on, the board and 
commiPee mee;ngs, and all of the individuals 
contribu;ons folks have made of ;me and talent. 

As we approach the Ides of March and more favorable 
morning temperatures, be reminded that workdays will 
be held on Saturday, March 18, April 15, and May 20 
from 9:00 am – Noon.  Johnny Chavez, the 
Conserva;on Program Manager for the Valencia Soil 
and Water District (VSWCD), always has projects for us 
to work on.  It’s invariably physical work so if you only 
have the stamina and strength for an hour of work, 
that’s fine.  Any amount of ;me you can contribute 
helps and it’s remarkable how much we can accomplish 
in a morning of work and camaraderie. 

A requested service the Friends have added to our 
volunteer opportuni;es is the Ambassador Program.  
Ambassadors are the friendly faces visitors to Whi6ield 
first encounter at the visitor center.  They answer 
ques;ons and help people become familiar with what 
Whi6ield has to offer.  This program has been dormant 
during the Covid years and now that the Conserva;on 
Area is open from Tuesday to Saturday, the public is 
returning.  Volunteers are needed on Fridays and 
Saturdays for 3 hour shins from 9:00 am – Noon and 
Noon – 3:00 pm.  The staff is very apprecia;ve for the 
coverage since it allows them to focus on their work 

without the interrup;on although they are available 
for ques;ons from the Ambassador.  Training is 
provided for new Ambassadors. 

At our Annual Mee;ng in December, Andrew 
Hautzinger, VSWCD District Manager, presented a 
needs list to the Friends of Whi6ield for 2023.  The 
Friends was created to support VSWCD and the 
Whi6ield Wildlife Conserva;on Area.  With that in 
mind, here are some of the requests the Friends and 
members can fulfill:  new or used tools, a two 
drawer document cabinet, build a Whi6ield ;meline 
display to show inside the visitor center, help 
research a replacement HVAC system, trail/game 
cameras for the Stacy and Rio Abajo Conserva;on 
Areas, work with Andrew on content for the 
monthly VSWCD ar;cle in the News-Bulle;n, work 
with Laura (Environmental Educa;on Program 
Manager) on educa;on projects, help install 
monitoring wells at the Rio Abajo Conserva;on 
Area,  provide conserva;on/nature focused art work 
for the fence bordering Highway 47 to help the 
public become more aware of Whi6ield. 

If you have ques;ons about anything wriPen above 
or have ideas regarding how you see yourself 
volunteering at Whi6ield or for the Friends of 
Whi6ield (we would like to expand our board and 
commiPee capabili;es), please contact Frank 
Mazza, Volunteer Coordinator, fmazza@live.com or 
802-772-5320. Thank you! ❦

Volunteer News

https://friendsofwhitfield.org/become-a-member/
mailto:fmazza@live.com
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While many may wonder where the new years first 
month has gone, others welcome February and its 
promise of mid-month celebra;on of romance and 
chocolates.  The last weeks have been filled with 
transi;ons, as the seasons feel perched and ready to 
change.  Around the Whi6ield Salt Grass Meadow, we 
were overjoyed to see atypically large flocks of Sandhill 
Cranes ea;ng plump & hearty seed heads from the 
grasses, assuming that the Big Hole fire and the moist 
June-2022 monsoon helped to make the meadow 
especially vibrant and aPrac;ve to the birds this year. 
Now, as February moves along, the cranes numbers 
are relaxing, as they begin their annual journey to their 
northern breeding grounds. As our winter turns to 
spring, the work on the complex begins to amp up as 
we prepare for the coming growing season, which for 
us will be interes;ng to see, as we are recovering from 
the historic wildfire of 2022.  Here are some brief 
highlights. Stay tuned for more details. 

Monthly VisitaHon:  Since January 19, 2023 we’ve 
seen ~412 visitors at the Whi6ield Visitor and 
Educa;on Center. We’ve had visits from schools, 
including what might be the biggest group yet of 
students from the Isleta Elementary 4, 5, and 6th 
grades.  

VSWCD’s Soil & Water ConservaHon Monthly Column:  
Check out our 2023 opening ar;cle in the January 26 
Valencia News-Bulle;n en;tled “Whi6ield: Past to 
Present”, giving CPM Johnny Chavez his first chance to 
submit an ar;cle on a subject he holds dear to his 
heart: the history of the Whi6ield grounds.  
Click on this link for the ar;cle. 
hPps://news-bulle;n.com/whi6ield-past-to-present/ 

Priority Updates: 
• Award! We received news that the VSWCD has 

been selected to join the 2023 cohort of the 
Peregrine Accelerator Program, run out of CSU in 
Ft. Collins, CO and part of the Salazar Center for 

North American Conserva;on. At the program’s end 
one or two of the ten teams are awarded a 
$100,000 cash award to support implementa;on of 
the team’s conserva;on project—this would be a 
BIG help in support of our Big Hole recovery efforts! 

• Recovery funds: We con;nue our efforts to work 
with local, state and federal partners to secure 
resources to mi;gate the impacts of the Big Hole 
Fire.   

• Grant submi#ed:  FOW’s Linda Zaragoza worked 
with District staff and board members to develop a 
proposal for the “Waterways4Wildlife” grant 
opportunity being put out by the Na;onal Wild 
Turkey Federa;on. The grant was submiPed in early 
February for over $17k in restora;on funds. Linda 
led this effort as part of her Master Naturalist 
community project. 

• Second Contract with New World / New River, LLC:  
Restora;on Ecologist Mark Briggs to quarterback 
the produc;on of a restora;on design for the three 
units of the Whi6ield Complex.  

• In addiHon, VSWCD has submi#ed three requests 
to the NM Legislature:    
I. VSWCD Administra;ve Building Construc;on : 

$700,000 to construct a 1950 sq. n. building 
to include administra;ve offices, mee;ng, and 
storage to support and complement the 
exis;ng WWCA Visitor and Educa;on Center 
facility. 

II. Rio Grande Stables Road, Belen Construc;on: 
$75,000 to improve access to neighborhood 
and to the Rio Abajo Conserva;on Area, 
especially cri;cal for emergency services 
egress. 

III. VSWCD Whi6ield Secured Storage 
Construc;on: $60,000 to build a 30-foot by 
40-foot storage building to secure VSWCD's 
farming equipment and trailers. 

I am grateful for the chance to work with good 
hearted people collabora;ng on projects focused 
on addressing community priori;es.  
Andrew Hautzinger 
VSWCD District Director 

Valencia Soil & Water Conserva;on District

Director’s Report

https://news-bulletin.com/whitfield-past-to-present/
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sexual maturity).  These youngsters of either gender 
are slightly darker than an adult female and have a 
cinnamon-colored belly, instead of one with dark 
streaks. Also, their eyes are darker in color than the 
adults’ eyes. Adult Northern Harriers of either  

gender have yellowish eyes. One of the nick names for 
these raptors is “Marsh Hawk.” This is due to their 
preference for wetland habitats. These birds are onen 
seen flying low over the marsh seeking prey. They fly 
low because of a unique facial disc of feathers that 
allows them to listen for prey. This facial disc is similar 
to those of owls, who also employ hearing to hunt for 
food. How cool is that?Speaking of prey, the Northern 
Harrier prefers to hunt on the wing, coursing low then 
diving down to catch small prey such as rodents, 
insects, frogs, and small birds. Here is a link to even 
more informa;on about this fascina;ng raptor:  

Northern Harrier Overview, All About Birds, Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology 

At WWCA, I usually hear the Northern Flicker 
before I see it - if I am able to spot it at all. This is a 
larger woodpecker that is a liPle larger than an 
American Robin. Both sexes have a brown body with 
black speckles and a black bib. The males have a red 
“mustache” stripe on either side of the beak. In New 
Mexico we have the red-shaned variety, rather than 
the yellow-shaned. This refers to the feathers on the 
underside of the wings and tail that are visible as they 
glide in an up and down flight paPern. Northern 
Flickers are in New Mexico year-round; however,  I 

Juvenile Northern Harrier at WWCA pond

usually only hear or see them in our area from late 
fall through 
the winter. 
Although 
they prefer 
bugs and 
berries, in 
the winter 
Northern 
Flickers will 
also snack on 
nuts- 

par;cularly the pecans that are grown in orchards 
across our Valencia Soil & Water Conserva;on 
District. 
Their 
powerful 
beaks peck 
through 
the outer 
shell to 
access the 
tender nut 
inside! 
They will also feed on suet cakes 
that have nuts and berries, if you are interested in 
trying to aPract them to your yard! They have 
dis;nc;ve calls that are easy to iden;fy once you 
know what they are. Here is a link to a website with 
photos, calls, and other interes;ng informa;on 
about this na;ve woodpecker: Northern Flicker 
Overview, All About Birds, Cornell Lab of Ornithology. ❦ 

Female Northern Flicker

The Friends of Whitfield gratefully  
acknowledges the support of 

Woodlands Ace Hardware in Belen.

(“Wings of Winter,” con;nued from page 4)

Male Northern Flicker

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Northern_Harrier/overview
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Northern_Harrier/overview
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Northern_Flicker/overview
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Northern_Flicker/overview
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Guest Columnist

What is Planned South of the 
WWCA? 
by Linda Guenley, Valencia Water Watchers 

Cibola Land Holdings, a Harvey Yates family-owned 
corpora;on, is reques;ng to rezone 300 acres of open 
land in Rio Communi;es from a Planned Development 
zone to Heavy Industrial (I-3) and Heavy Commercial 
(C-3) zones. Planned Development is a zone for 
residen;al and light commercial uses (homes and small 
businesses). Overall, 262 acres would be zoned to 
Heavy Industrial and 38 acres to Heavy Commercial. 
This land is just 3 miles south of WWCA.  This rezoning 
request is extremely concerning to residents of Rio 
Communi;es and neighboring residents.  

The impact to the Whi6ield Wildlife Conserva;on Area 
is unknown. It is important to find out exactly what 
type of industries would move in to be able to 
determine the impact. Will there be chemical leaks or 
other contaminants that could affect water, migratory 
birds, air quality? We just don’t know. 

Heavy Industrial (I-3) Zoning allows for: bulk storage of 
petroleum and liquefied petroleum gas (a “tank farm”), 
facili;es for produc;on of oil/natural gas/other 
hydrocarbons, auto wrecking yards, heavy 
manufacturing, asphalt produc;on plants, cement 
manufacture and concrete plants, industries similar to 
the exis;ng Mesa Oil waste recycling plant, and any 
heavy industry “similar [in] use in character, scale and 
performance with similar odor, noise, air, water and 
traffic impacts on neighboring proper;es.”  

What happens when Heavy Industry moves in next to a 
residen;al neighborhood? A good example of the 
consequences is the Mountain View Community in 
Albuquerque’s  South Valley. Con;nuing expansion of 
Heavy Industry next to this residen;al neighborhood 
has constantly exposed the people of Mountain View 
to fumes of Carbon Monoxide (CO), Nitrogen Oxides 
(NOx), Vola;le Organic Compounds (VOC), Sulfur 
Oxides (SOx), and heavy par;culate maPer. All these 
pollutants nega;vely impact the health of the people 
living near that Heavy Industry. 

Here in NM, and na;onally, we have seen the 
development of nega;ve health condi;ons when 
people live near these types of industrial uses. We 
don’t know what actual industries will move in, but 
the company reques;ng the rezone is an arm of the 
Yates oil & gas conglomerate. Studies show that 
people living close to oil & gas facili;es — which 
emit many toxic gases — experience increased rates 
of cancer, asthma, heart disease, premature births, 
and other condi;ons. 

Similarly, auto salvage or wrecking yards contain 
many hazardous materials — including lead 
baPeries, mercury from switches, an;-freeze, Freon 
from cooling systems, Polychlorinated Biphenyls 
(PCBs), Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), asbestos found 
in the brake pads and lining of older cars, motor oil, 
and other heavy metals. These hazardous 
substances can cause ground pollu;on, air 
pollu;on, and water pollu;on for our residents. 

This ar;cle is appearing aner the Planning & Zoning 
(P&Z) Mee;ng on Feb 16. Regardless of P &Z’s 
recommenda;on, approval or disapproval is the 
decision of the Rio Communi;es City Council.  It is 
expected this issue will be on the agenda at their 
regular business mee;ng on February 27th at 6:00 
pm. You may contact Rio Communi;es City Council 
at 505-861-6803.
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The Friends of Whitfield have teamed up with Smith's to provide an easy 
way for YOU to support the Whitfield Wildlife Conservation Area. 

Whitfield Wildlife Conservation Area is the only conservation area in 
Valencia County. Nestled along the Rio Grande in Belen, this 97-acre tract 
of enhanced wetlands not only serves as a resting place and home to over 
200 species of birds but also to hundreds of native plants, shrubs and trees 

One of the ways you can help is through Smith’s Inspiring Donations 
program. It makes donating to Friends of Whitfield easy based on the 
shopping you do every day. Once you link your Smith's Reward Card to 
Friends of Whitfield, all you have to do is shop at Smith’s and swipe your 
Shopper’s Card. Here’s how it works: 

1. Create a digital account. 
A digital account is needed to participate in Smith’s Inspiring Donations. If 
you already have a digital account, simply link your Shopper’s Card to your 
account so that all transactions apply toward the organization you choose. If 
you don't have a digital account, click HERE. 

2. Link your Card to our organization. 
Selecting the organization that you wish to support is as simple as updating 
the Smith’s Inspiring Donations selection on your digital account. 

 1. Sign in to your digital account. 
 2. Search for your organization here. The name to search for is: 

Friends of Whitfield Wildlife Conservation Area 
 3. Enter the name or NPO number of the organization you wish to 

support. Our NPO number is: US071 
 4. Select the appropriate organization from the list and click “Save”. 

Friends of Whitfield will also display in the Smith’s Inspiring Donations 
section of your account. If you need to review or revisit your organization, 
you can always do so under your Account details. 

3. The Friends of Whitfield earns. 

Any transactions moving forward using the Shopper’s Card number 
associated with your digital account will be applied to the program, at no 
added cost to you. Smith’s Inspiring Donations will donate 0.5% of all 
eligible spending to organizations that customers have linked to their 
Rewards Card. 

If you have any questions, please contact Smith's Customer Service Center. 

Your grocery purchases can help keep  
a local Valencia County treasure alive and thriving!

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Whitfield+Wildlife+Conservation+Area/@34.6674635,-106.7360512,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8721f74fddda240b:0xb402db832a6ddd18!8m2!3d34.6674635!4d-106.7360512
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Whitfield+Wildlife+Conservation+Area/@34.6674635,-106.7360512,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8721f74fddda240b:0xb402db832a6ddd18!8m2!3d34.6674635!4d-106.7360512
https://www.smithsfoodanddrug.com/account/create?redirectUrl=/account/dashboard/
https://www.smithsfoodanddrug.com/signin?redirectUrl=/account/communityrewards
https://www.smithsfoodanddrug.com/hc/help
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	Monthly Visitation:  Since January 19, 2023 we’ve seen ~412 visitors at the Whitfield Visitor and Education Center. We’ve had visits from schools, including what might be the biggest group yet of students from the Isleta Elementary 4, 5, and 6th grades.
	VSWCD’s Soil & Water Conservation Monthly Column:  Check out our 2023 opening article in the January 26 Valencia News-Bulletin entitled “Whitfield: Past to Present”, giving CPM Johnny Chavez his first chance to submit an article on a subject he holds dear to his heart: the history of the Whitfield grounds.
	Click on this link for the article.
	https://news-bulletin.com/whitfield-past-to-present/
	Priority Updates:
	Award! We received news that the VSWCD has been selected to join the 2023 cohort of the Peregrine Accelerator Program, run out of CSU in Ft. Collins, CO and part of the Salazar Center for North American Conservation. At the program’s end one or two of the ten teams are awarded a $100,000 cash award to support implementation of the team’s conservation project—this would be a BIG help in support of our Big Hole recovery efforts!
	Recovery funds: We continue our efforts to work with local, state and federal partners to secure resources to mitigate the impacts of the Big Hole Fire.
	Grant submitted:  FOW’s Linda Zaragoza worked with District staff and board members to develop a proposal for the “Waterways4Wildlife” grant opportunity being put out by the National Wild Turkey Federation. The grant was submitted in early February for over $17k in restoration funds. Linda led this effort as part of her Master Naturalist community project.
	Second Contract with New World / New River, LLC:  Restoration Ecologist Mark Briggs to quarterback the production of a restoration design for the three units of the Whitfield Complex.
	In addition, VSWCD has submitted three requests to the NM Legislature:
	VSWCD Administrative Building Construction : $700,000 to construct a 1950 sq. ft. building to include administrative offices, meeting, and storage to support and complement the existing WWCA Visitor and Education Center facility.
	Rio Grande Stables Road, Belen Construction: $75,000 to improve access to neighborhood and to the Rio Abajo Conservation Area, especially critical for emergency services egress.
	VSWCD Whitfield Secured Storage Construction: $60,000 to build a 30-foot by 40-foot storage building to secure VSWCD's farming equipment and trailers.
	I am grateful for the chance to work with good hearted people collaborating on projects focused on addressing community priorities.
	Andrew Hautzinger
	VSWCD District Director

