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Calendar

Silent Auction Began on April
1 and will continue through
May 4 at 12PM.

The Nature Challenge:

April 30 thru May 3™ 8AM -
4:30PM

Earth Day Science Fiesta:
April 30 to May 3™ 9AM -
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4PM President's Post
Read on for further info on Eileen Beaulieu, President
these events. Friends of Whitfield Board

Spring is in the air and when it comes to New Mexico that means lots of wind and often frost
that impact our fruit trees before they have a chance to mature. We know however our
beautiful sunshine and warm days are just around the corner. Whitfield is now open and you
and may visit Thursday, Friday, and Saturdays from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Please come by
and enjoy the walking path and all the beauty.

From April 1 through May 3 the Friends will be holding an online Silent Auction. It will be open
to all our Friends and the public. The auction will contain seven beautiful handmade Aldo
Leopold benches. The benches were built and painted by Friends’ volunteers last summer. Due
to the Covid restrictions we were unable to hold our annual raffle. Our business community
and Friends have been generous and have donated additional items for the auction. Examples
include water barrels, garden art and sculptures, hand tools and gift certificates. The benches
will be on display at the Whitfield Wildlife Conservation Area throughout the month of April.
More information can be found in this newsletter’s Silent Auction article. You may access the
online auction at charity-auctionstoday.com/auctions/friends-of-whitfield-online-auction-
215109.

In this newsletter you will meet two new members of our Board. They are Linda Zaragoza and
Frank Mazza Jr. They both have worked hard helping to generate donations for our online
auction. Their addition is a very welcome infusion of enthusiasm to our Board and the
Whitfield. We welcome them and look forward to having them as members of our team.

If you have been to the Whitfield, you will see volunteers constructing a shade structure. The
Friends have funded the structure and volunteers have come out to assist. Ron Goens and
Tom VerEecke desighed and coordinated the building of this structure. It will be located
between the Education Building and the cactus garden and is intended to provide visitors a
reprieve from the hot sun when visiting the Whitfield Wildlife Conservation Area. continued P. 2

7 F;I;_;d; /,/Frien-;s\\\..

)/wh§2e§ PO Box 170, Belen NM 87002 friendsofwhitfield@gmail.com %Wh;ge,d

e www.friendsofwhitfield.org e
ﬂ www.facebook.com/friendsofwwca

—




Spring 2021

President’s Post
(continued)
Although we are still under lockdown, the
Whitfield Board has been busy with several
important activities. Our annual membership
drive is ongoing and to date we have 40
members who have renewed along with four
new members. We have received several
generous contributions and are incredibly
grateful as the funds will be used to enhance

education programs, the Whitfield’s
infrastructure, and improve the
habitat. Members signing up to become

volunteers via their membership applications
will be contacted by one of the Board
members in the next few weeks to discuss
work activities. Thank you in advance for
signing up to help.

The Friends will be entering into a contract
with a local IT small business to help us
manage our website. As we evolve as an
organization wusing more technologies, we
believe it is now time to bring a professional
IT organization on board. IT areas to be
enhanced are website maintenance and
updates, security, easier access, and other
improvements deemed necessary to stay
relevant. If you have photos of Whitfield,
that you wish to share on the website,
please submit them in a jpeg format to
johnnychavez@valenciaswcd.org.

Meet Our New Board Members

Friends of Whitfield Newsletter

The Board of the Friends of Whitfield Wildlife
Conservation Area is pleased to introduce two
new Board members. They are Linda
Zaragoza and Frank Mazza Jr. who are
incredibly special people that Ilove the
outdoors and share a concern for the
environment. Both believe being involved
with Whitfield fills their need to be a part of
the community in Valencia County.

They are a couple with an amazing story.
Linda and Frank met 40 years ago when they
were working for Volunteers in Service to
America (VISTA) in Utah. After dating for a
time, each eventually went their separate
ways. Linda became an educator though
always dreamt of retiring in New Mexico.
Frank moved to Vermont and pursued a career
in Human Services. Subsequently, over 40
years after their initial relationship, they
reconnected and became a couple. Both
found they were the same people, and each
shared the need to make service to
community a part of their lives.

Linda first learned about the Whitfield in 2002
when she visited to enjoy this nature setting
and has been going there ever since. Since
Linda taught science that included outdoor
activities, she finds the Whitfield Science
Education programs a way to continue to
contribute to the future through our children’s
education. Frank feels the Whitfield serves as
an intersection for three things in his life.
These include a desire to be part of a
community, a concern for the environment,
and his need to serve others. They have
participated in the Master Naturalist Program
and enjoy applying what they learned to
gardening and making their backyards in New
Mexico and Vermont environmentally friendly.

Linda and Frank divide time between their two
homes. They spend winter in New Mexico and
summer in Vermont. This arrangement fulfills
their need to see family and friends.

Continued P.3
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The Friends of Whitfield Are Having their
First Ever Silent Online Auction!

Friends of Whitfield Online Auction b
The Friends of Whitfield is a nonprofit volunteer organization created to Ydinind
support programs and projects at Whitfield Wildlife Conservation %“
Area, a project of Valencia Soil and Water Conservation District. To
celebrate Earth Day, they have created a month long online auction that supports our
community.
Website: https://www.charityauctionstoday.com /auctions/friends-of-whitfield-online-

auction-21519

Time to bid: April 1st—May 4th at 12 noon
*All items won must be picked at Whitfield: 2424 HYW 47 Belen, NM 87002

Thank you to the following businesses for their support
- New Mexico Tractor Sales - Peralta Power Equipment - Ace Hardware
- Sopa’s - Rustic Charm - RAKS Building Supply
- Home Depot - C &P Statuary - The Range Cafe
- Lowes - 0ld Mill Ranch & Farm Supply -Qasis Nails & Gifts
- Rutilios - Benny's -Tabet Lumber & Concrete
- La Dos Gringas - Trees That Please -The Coffee Shop
- Pete’s Café - Amor Floral -Acorn Naturalists
- Marisco’s Altamar -Teofilos -Tome Art Gallery
- Big Mikes

There are some great items up for bids including
over 50 donated items from local businesses and
7 hand crafted and painted Aldo Leopold outdoor
benches! Don’t miss your chance to bid on some
great items! All items donated are helping support
more positive ways to interact with the great
outdoors!

The dates to bid on items start April 15* at 8
am and runs through May 4" at 12 pm. The

items will be available for people to see in
person at Whitfield during the dates of the
upcoming Science Fiesta and Nature
Challenge: April 30th through May 3rd.

As we celebrate the Earth month in April, we are
reminded about the important ways we can
individually make a difference within our local
environment from creating a vegetable or
pollinator garden at home to community
opportunities working together to create change!
The Friends of Whitfield are a local nonprofit
volunteer organization that creates conservation,
preservation, and educational opportunities for the
local community at Whitfield Wildlife Conservation
Area. Website to visit to bid on items:
https://www.charityauctionstoday.com/auct

ions/friends-of-whitfield-online-auction-

Friends of Whitfield Newsletter

One of the BEAUTIFUL Leopold Benches up for
Auction

EVENTS COMING UP!
Interested in leading a hike during
the Nature Challenge or being a
participant for Earth Day Science
Fiesta? Please email Education
Manager, Allison Martin ASAP to find
out more information.

Allisonmartin@valenciaswcd.org

Earth Day Science Fiesta: Oreanized by Valencia Soiland W ‘nm,,
Conservation District
Help us celebrate our planet and some fun ways we can learn about the local environ
ment through several hands on activities, live animals and much more at Whitfield durmg the

days of April 30th—May 3rd from 9-4 pm daily. Activities will be inside & outside of the Visitor

Center building. **Masks (2 years & older) and social distancing are required to attend.

elalthn to the following organizations for helping us make this happen!

@ @K@ ff.L‘f?A '

E K 4 il facebook i
City Nature Challenge - April 30th- May 3rd 8-4:30 pm daily at Whitfield mﬂ

By participating in the City Nature Challenge, not only do you learn more local wildlife, M"

butyou can also make your city a better place for you and other species! Participation is free,
You will need: a phone with a camera, download iNaturalist app and create an account, observe,
and share! More information about this worldwide challenge: https://citynaturechallenge.org/.

Learn about the local challenge here and other places you can observe: https://wvw.inaturalist.org/
Toview plants and animals at Whitfield, you may do a self-guided or guided hike. **Guided hikes will be

scheduled twice daily To register for a guided hike during these dates, please email allisonmar-
tin@valenciaswed.org.

#$Masks (2 years & older) and social distancing are required.to participate
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BUILDING A SHADE STRUCTURE
called a "PERGOLA"”
By Ron Goens

Spring has sprung and so has the shade
structure in the form of a Pergola. You may
ask, “What is a Pergola?” Well, it is an
outdoor structure that provides shade by
having a cross-beam pattern and/or a lattice
or vegetation, etc.

The Friends of Whitfield provided the

funding to purchase the materials and
volunteers are building it. This is one of the
projects that the Friends are constantly fund
raising for and requesting volunteers for.
The main purpose for the shade structure is
to provide shade for the students from local
schools. These students are mostly 4" and 5%
graders that are, in some cases, visiting
Whitfield for the first time and introduced to
nature there. It also provides a place for
visitors to have a more comfortable place for
a picnic or to get out of the sun.

Progress has been smooth and volunteers
have been having too much fun. They first
laid out a location where it would be most
advantageous for an instructor to talk and
the students to be in the shade while
listening.

Then came the time to dig the holes.
Johnny Chavez and I used a 6" auger to dig a
12" hole and keep the hole correctly aligned
so the needed forming tubes will set the base
elevation. The multi-colored flagging we put

around the construction area made it look
like Marti Gras or maybe a party.
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The Pergola

The next workday we set the elevations and
correct alignment for the 4’ steel posts. Tom
VerEecke provided a tool to cut and bend the # 4
rebar. Frank Mazza, Johnny and I used the rebar
to build the concrete reinforcement cages.

A concrete mixer was rented to mix the redi-
mix cement and pour the footings. By the time
the workday was over Tom, Johnny, Frank and
Ron knew they had done a good half days work.

More Volunteers Needed!

Now comes the time when more
volunteers are needed to finish the
structure by the middle of April. The upper
wood part of the pergola consisting of 6 ea.
2X6X12" and 20 ea.2X10X10’ will need to
have corbels cut, sanded, stained and
sealed. Once that is done, they will have to
be mounted on the 6ea. 4”"X 8’ steel posts
which will have to be aligned and braced.
Please contact Ron at ron.goens@gmail.com
to volunteer and get the “latest” schedule
of work-days

After that is completed the bracing to
keep everything aligned will need to be cut,
stained and sealed then screwed into the
appropriate places.

Now! Shade them Kids!
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Remnants
of Winter!

So looking
forward to
Summer! It

will get better!
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Friends of Whitfield Board of Directors
friendsofwhitfield@gmail.com

Board Officers
President: Eileen Beaulieu (2021)*
dulcebeaulieu@comcast.net
Vice-President: Sharon Hagaman (2021)*
sharonhagamani12@gmail.com
Secretary: Linda Frazer (2021)*
tuffysmom@comcast.net
Treasurer: Beth Crowder (2021)*
bs crowder@yahoo.com
*Term expires

Board Directors
Member: Johnny Chavez (2021)*
johnnychavez@valenciaswcd.org
Member:_Frank Mazza (2021)
fmazza@live.com
Member: Linda Zaragoza (2021)
Lindar.zaragoza@gmail.com

Coordinators
Ambassadors: Ron Goens
ron.goens@gmail.com or
whit.ambassador@gmail.com

Environmental Education Manager:
Allison Martin
AllisonMartin@valenciaswcd.org

E-Mail Coordinator: Dolores Varela Phillips
doloresvp828@gmail.com

Membership: Dolores Varela Phillips
doloresvp828@gmail.com

Newsletter: Dolores Varela Phillips
doloresvp828@gmail.com

Outreach: Sharon Hagaman
sharonhagamanl2@gmail.com

Conservation Program Manager
Lindsey Diaz (VSWCD)
(505)-864-8914

lindseydiaz@valenciaswcd.org
www.whitfieldwildlife.org

Whitfield Wildlife Conservation Area is located
at:
2424 Hwy 47, Belen, NM
© Friends of Whitfield
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